
Top:  Randy Thompson, K5ZD; Ken Claerbout, K4ZW; Andy Blank, 
N2NT, and Dave Pascoe, KM3T, sporting post-contest smiles from 
V47T.  

Bottom: Katie Campbell, KE8LQR, doesn’t need a shack or a keyer 
to run at high rates. 

NCJ: The National Contest Journal 
American Radio Relay League 
225 Main Street • Newington, CT 06111-1494
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Propagation Forecast and NA RTTY Sprint Results!
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The Contesting Fun Scale

-

The Fun Scale defines three 

types of fun:

Type 1 Fun is something that is fun 

pro racers say it sometimes feels 

putting any pressure on the ped-

rate on a clear frequency on a quiet 

CTRL-UP to S&P and seeing the 

Type 2 Fun

-

-

Type 3 Fun 

the “un-funness” of those hours in 

-

persevering through periods of Type 

teams that contain a mix of riders 
-

-

actually seemed to enjoy 40-meter 

the opportunity to let inexperienced 
-

John Pescatore, K3TN / jpescatore@aol.com

From the Editor

C
ha

lle

nging 
  

    FunTy
pe

 3 
    

      
   Type 2               Type 1

Holding a run frequency on a crowded 
but runnable 20m band

Working VY1 in a Sunday pileup

All-nighter contest

CQ WW 40M SSB
Mid-contest 
Windows 
Update

Sunday 
Sweep-
stakes Slog

Working Zone 23 in Sunday pileup

160M during solar maxima

A loud, endless JA pileup

Clear Frequency

Sunspot max with low 
A/K

Getting Spotted!

3-digit rate 
meter

*Your Contesting Fun may vary, but it is always worthwhile.

Contesting 
Fun-O-Meter
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-

having never done a contest from the 

Beverages

-

-

the fact that you couldn’t reach the 

other 4-element 20 from Europe to 

took apart the driven elements of a 
-

Ken Claerbout, K4ZW / kenk4zw@gmail.com

V47T M/2 in the CQ WW DX SSB

Beam level view of the ocean from V47T.
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-

-

operating outside the US is access to 

-

-

CALL QSOs ZONES COUNTRIES SCORE

CR3DX 15,722 169 670 39,439,712

P33W 15,406 173 697 39,004,710

V47T 15,628 175 622 31,340,431

-

apartment since there is only one 

-

-
 

-

If you ever wondered where the term 
“shack” came from… K5ZD (L) and K4ZW (R) manning the 

K3s.

L-R, the team after the contest: K5ZD, K4ZW, N2NT, KM3T.
[Photos courtesy of Randy Thompson, K5ZD]
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Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA / carlluetzelschwab@gmail.com 

If you participated in contests late 

the same conclusion as many other 
-

propagation opportunities during the 

the expected propagation for the re-
-

I’ve also included the same contest 

is to look at the latest data on Cycle 

-

-

lifetimes and the fourth smallest in 

that Cycle 25 may get up to or even 
-

Spring Months (March, April, May)

The composition of the atmosphere 

three largest contest populations 

F2 region ionization in the daytime 

 

the MUF for a northern hemisphere 

UTC throughout the year for three 

It’s easy to see that the daytime 

-
-

-

maximum in spring is 20 meters pos-

Summer Months (June, July, 
August)

https://
contests.arrl.org/scores.php. The 
data is for solar maximum of Cycle 24 

Being at solar maximum adversely 

Fall/Winter Months (September 
through December)

from https://contests.arrl.org/ 
scores.php).

-

Comments on 6 Meters

We had some F2 propagation during 

have even more F2 openings during 

Solar Cycle 25 and Contesting  
for the Remainder of 2025
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Disturbances to Propagation

-

the bad good

good
is enough F2 region ionization to give 

-

are most prevalent around solar 

bad

Summary
We should have great propagation 

 

Cycles 23 and 24.
Figure 2. Median maximum usable frequencies (MUF) in each 

ARRL DX 
CW HP 

Feb

Conditions East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 VE6,7

East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 VE6,7

East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 
VE6,7

2014 Cycle 24 max 81/41 52/40 64/37 331/74 146/54 45/28 1508/108 862/97 882/92
2020 solar min C24/25 358/70 152/60 27/18 863/86 603/85 565/90 1553/115 814/89 360/83

20m 15m 10m

ARRL DX 
CW HP 

Feb

Conditions East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 VE6,7

East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 VE6,7

East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 
VE6,7

2014 Cycle 24 max 2161/119 1583/111 1165/104 2003/114 1532/113 1437/115 1627/108 1242/103 1221/106
2020 solar min C24/25 1640/105 1023/96 1215/104 179/52 34/25 39/21 48/27 ----- -----

160m 80m 40m

IARU HF 
CW HP 

Jul

Conditions East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 VE6,7

East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 VE6,7

East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 
VE6,7

2014 Cycle 24 max 9/4 3/2 2/2 241/36 62/13 58/11 542/63 558/56 347/32
2020 solar min C24/25 68/22 34/7 25/7 268/42 120/35 116/16 652/55 814/67 557/53

20m 15m 10m

IARU HF 
CW HP 

Jul

Conditions East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 VE6,7

East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 VE6,7

East Coast 
W1,2,3,4 

VE1,2

Midwest 
W5,8,9,0 
VE3,4,5

West Coast 
W6,7 
VE6,7

2014 Cycle 24 max 1290/76 1328/64 363/61 773/63 584/58 370/53 56/28 22/11 32/19

2020 solar min C24/25 1139/69 1075/62 581/57 442/45 435/48 265/30 122/27 40/21 14/6

Table I. Number of Qs / Number of Mults by Top Contender

 160m 80m 40m 

Table II. Number of Qs / Number of Mults by Top Contender
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Neil Rapp, WB9VPG / wb9vpg@arrl.net

Next-Gen Contesters

-

that the information collected from 

all attract and retain more young 

“What do you see as ham radio’s 

-
come attractive to others your age?” 

-

 

shared a copy of her essay for the 
readers of NCJ

an Extra-class licensee since age 

teaches youth classes for the Long 
-

-

-

at Hamvention and presented at 

-

How Ham Radio Benefits Our 
Society

given presentations in front of hun-
-

Sixteen-year-old Katie Campbell, KE8LQR, pictured with her new ICOM IC-7300 
transceiver. [Colleen Campbell, KB8VAQ, photo]
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and inspire me to learn as much as 

-

purpose of amateur radio is in society 

-

volunteerism and existence as a fun 

I’ve concluded that the most im-
portant purpose that amateur radio 

that they struggle to send an email 

secret that young people are strug-
gling more and more to communicate 

puts you in a very interesting posi-

that young people are ruining the 

-

to adults more than other young 

-

amateur radio gives young people an 

to use their voices in a professional 

-
ing a presentation to an audience of 

-

that I’ve done in amateur radio has 

even if it’s not “the norm” for a young 

chance to discuss something that 
-

to use my experiences to facilitate 

are usually regarded as “not having 
anything meaningful to share” and 

this platform to share my experi-

-

the more casual and insouciant parts 

-
tant parts of amateur radio are the 
connections that you form and the 

-
-

ing licensing exams and learning 
code are fun parts of amateur radio 

-

friend group shifted out of my small 

-

closest friends live in another state/
country or even on another conti-

-

as though amateur radio is helping 

Traveling around the US and interna-
tionally for amateur radio has given 

and experience these regional/cul-

people or cultures are so great that 

that these realizations are not unique 
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hard to make amateur radio appeal-
physics class to take turns getting on 

-

kids in the class decided to start a 

realized that amateur radio has had a 

-

see the value of amateur radio and 

and I hope that they are also inspired 
to pursue amateur radio endeavors 
and that they also get to experience 

that I’ve gotten to learn through my 

Katie operates CW on a Parks on the Air event at Youth on the Air Camp 2023 in 
Ottawa, Ontario, with a straight key she built earlier in the week. [Kristy Milluzzi 
photo]
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John Miller, K6MM / k6mm@arrl.net

NCJ

Born into an all-ham family, Tom was 
destined to follow in his parents’ foot-
steps. He learned Morse code at age 
6, received his Novice license at 10, 
General at 11, Extra at 15, and First 
Class Commercial Radiotelephone 
license at 16. Mentored by his dad 
and a few local Elmers, Tom was 
active in most major contests while 
chasing DX throughout high school 
and college. After pursuing an EE de-
gree and a short stint as an aerospace 
engineer, Tom spent most of his ca-
reer in broadcast engineering. After 
several career moves, Tom settled in 
Missoula, Montana, where he oper-
ates all modes from his competitive 
hilltop QTH. Here is Tom’s personal 
ham radio story.

The Early Days

Morse code and practice together as 
-

having installed car radios for movie 

Dad mentored my electronics 

I studied hard for the Novice at 

improving my speed there to get up 

-

-

Hooked on Contesting

My first contest experiences as 

-
-

deered my parents’ ham gear and 

Tom McGinley, K7QA, in his impressively wallpapered 2024 shack.  
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quite active in most major contests 

and an HT-20 driving my dad’s home 

My Place in Space

MIT or the University of Washing-

I chose Drexel in Philly for their 
5-year cooperative education op-

at Lockheed Missiles and Space in 

in the guidance and control elec-
-

ment supporting the Gemini space 

of Lockheed’s continuing education 

Even though a career in aerospace 

-
derstood and appreciated solving 
calculus equations and mastering 

Career Shift

-

teach math and science as a Peace 
-

came a political science junior col-

students and professors from sev-

-

essentially conscripted into the radio 

had an FCC First Class Radiotele-

New Bride, New QTH

-
gaged in Missoula radio as an an-

-

the same kW amp and the same 

We realized that living in a small 
-

hopes and dreams in small market 

-

-
-

-
loughed my contesting addiction for 

Tom in his parents’ ham shack in 1962.Tom in his parents’ ham shack in 1962.
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small station in SLC to stay in contact 

the opportunity of a lifetime to move 

the director of engineering for First 

-

East Coast Contesting

-

-

-

-

-

ings and their Field Day event as an 

-

On the Move Again

CBS Radio transferred me to Se-

technical operations for seven radio 

-

-
ing and DX station on a hilltop and 

many of the same Missoula stations 

-

-

Radio and TV asked me to rejoin 
their operations at the University of 

-

and maintaining transmission equip-

Hilltop Station

hilltop station and getting contest 

-

Montana Ham Connections

-

kick around contest and DX tall tales 

K7QA’s current QTH and antenna farm in Missoula, Montana. 
[Photos courtesy of K7QA]
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When I started contesting again 

Digital Has Its Place

I prefer CW as my primary mode and 
enter most all major contests using 

the adrenaline rush in the high speed 
-

strung out a 700-foot Beverage for 

-

exchange on CW that ends most 

Digital modulation has proven to 

-

eventually replace the legacy analog 

tent to keep the legacy modes alive 
for a long time if for no other reason 

-
tal is already dominating all electronic 

Improving My Contest Skills

My next self-imposed contesting 

sense I am maxing out my contest 

need to upgrade my operating skills 

I realize the learning curve to mas-
-

my contest scores don’t get more 

Looking Back with a Smile

-

mutual recreational pursuits include 

from a Christmas cruise of the Dan-

Regularly participating and forming 

-

attend the Dayton Hamvention for 

-

-

With so many of us enjoying 
-

Thanks, Tom, for sharing the vari-
ous stages of your ham radio career 
and for your contributions to the 
hobby over the years. Your experi-
ences may inspire others to lever-
age the resources of local clubs and 
operators to improve both station 

safe...and keep having fun!
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Mike Goldstein, VE3GFN / mgold@pathcom.com

-
-

Correcting What You Copied

-

“parser” lets you correct an entered 

-

type your corrections at the end of 
the Exchange string you have already 

Entering Received Exchanges

Entering the received information in 

-

enter the call and move to the Ex-
-

-
rate exchange elements except for 

is to simply enter the correct informa-

 

Icom IC7610/IC7300 CW/SSB 
Contesting Configuration

Here are some ideas from Rudy 
-
-

-

-

-
-

The Little Pistol Pages

John Sluymer. VE3EJ (right), receives plaque from Paul Caccamo, VA3PC, for his 

[Mike Goldstein, VE3GFN, photo]
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I have not operated in a very noisy 

higher frequency of the BPF to 

of the super-sensitive receiver 

to something appropriate for a 

for the entire CW segment and 

settings so you can quickly restore 

have changed and don’t like the 

to crank up the audio to hear the 

Microsystems 
 

 
 

BevFlex-  

-
-

 

BCD-  

-
 

XT-  

-

 

 

-
 

W7RN FOR SALE
Due to escalating medical issues,K5RC and K7AFO will be moving to 

a retirement community outside Houston Summer 2025. We would like 

to sell to a Contester, DXer to continue the legacy of W7RN. The station 

has been dubbed “every ham’s dream.”

Details can be found at www.w7rn.com/w7rn-for-sale 

Tom Taormina 
K5RC 370 Panamint Rd Reno NV 89521

775 846 7068
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Jon Jones, NØJK / n0jk@hotmail.com

VHF/UHF Contesting! 

several days having F2 propagation 

Solar Cycle 25 — One Peak or 
Two?

I discussed in my March QST column 

potential aurora and F2 on the VHF 

K9ZO

multi-multi class for the CQWPXCW 

The Low-Power Category in the 
ARRL VHF Contests

50 MHz and 144 MHz bands: 200 

222 MHz and 432 MHz bands:

902 MHz and above:
output or less

-

sachusetts and military installations 

Lance Collister’s, W7GJ, 6-meter Yagi 
at ZD9GJ tied down for moonrise. 
[Photo courtesy of W7GJ]

6 Meters
SOHP

W4MW 1,768
N2NT (N2NC) 1,679

SOLP
WA2VNV 749
KOØA 58

ROVER
NV4B/R 825

2 Meters
SOHP

K1TEO 2,340
K1RZ 1,760

SOLP
N3RG 1,296
WA2VNV 746

ROVER
NV4B/R 1,218

222 MHZ
SOHP

K1RZ 1,508
K1TEO 1,456

SOLP
WA3NUF 738
WA2VNV 510

ROVER
NV4B/R

432 MHZ
SOHP

K1TEO 1,200
K1RZ 88

SOLP
VE3OS 345
W3LL 299

ROVER
NV4B/R 272

902 MHZ +
SOHP

K1RZ 7,505
K1TEO 7,229

SOLP
N3RG 4,354
WZ1V 2,230

ROVER
NV4B/R 1,801

Top Sprint Scores
2024 Fall
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Pack Rats Announce Fall VHF 
Sprint Winners

The Pack Rats took over respon-

-

-

evening contest to an afternoon con-

-

-

The results and operator com-
-

-

-

promote and expand participation 

-

-

and runner-up scores for each sprint 
are displayed here and on the Pack 

https://packratvhf.

com/. 
participated in the Fall Sprints this 
year and congratulations to all of 

man, Fall 
Sprint Contest Committee. 
fallsprints@packratvhf.com

GREEN HERON ENGINEERING LLC

website:  www.greenheronengineering.com
email:      info@greenheronengineering.com
phone:     (585) 217-9093Contact Us:

“Point-and-Shoot” preset, USB and RS-232  control, manual push buttons 
Effective ramp up/down reduces stress on tower and antennas

Soft Limits support side mount or extended travel with shortest rotate to heading
Master/slave for stacked arrays

Advanced features not found anywhere else 

Unmatched Performance for a n y  Rotator
RT-21 DIGITAL ROTATOR CONTROLLER

WIRELESS NETWORK CONTROLS
Shared access and Internet control for all of your devices
Eliminates control cables and tethered control boxes
Create your own customized on-screen controls

Built-in GHE Wireless Remote 
and Bias ’T’ for through 
the coax power
Tower leg Mount
Amphenol RF connectors

Select-8 Wireless Remote Coax Switch 

GH Everyware Base 
Communicates with up to 32 GHE Remotes
LEDs for TX/RX activity, 
Receive Signal Strength 
Connects to Server by USB

GH Everyware Remote
Indoor and outdoor enclosure options
NPN, 8 relay, 16 relay
options
LEDs for Receive Signal 
Strength
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Don Daso, K4ZA / k4zadondaso@juno.com

Workshop Chronicles

tools or demonstrating their proper 

-

-

processors and other equipment do-

-

-

Commonly Used Materials

High-speed steel (HSS) bits are 

Cobalt steel bits

Carbide-tipped bits -

Carbide drill bits are harder and 

Treatments and Coatings

Uncoated means the surface is 

Black oxide treated,

Black and gold treated bits are 

Be Prepared

layout and preparation are required 

means using something like a tool-

and then a sharp center punch to tap 

of the proper size located exactly 

If this sounds like an excessive 

-

-

drill press success is making sure the 

various uses!

DXE NCJ Ad MA25.indd   3
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Reach New Heights!

Top Towers Available
at DX Engineering.

Order by Phone

Order Online

Tech Support

800-777-0703 Country Code: +1
9 am to midnight ET, Monday-Friday
9 am to 5 pm ET, Weekends

330-572-3200
DXEngineering@DXEngineering.com 
9 am to 7 pm ET, Monday-Friday
9 am to 5 pm ET, Saturday

www.DXEngineering.com
Most orders over $99 ship free
Request a Free Catalog

OnAllBands.com is dedicated to educating and informing the Amateur Radio community. 

Make the Change to a More Satisfying 
Ham Radio Purchasing Experience
• Easy ordering by phone or web
• Products from over 170 leading manufacturers
• Friendly customer service from hams with a combined 
 1,000+ years in amateur radio
• Fastest shipping in the industry
• Responsive and ongoing technical support
• Not 100% happy? We make it right!

Make DX Engineering your source for the most trusted towers 
in amateur radio. Find products from American Tower Co. 
(Amerite), Rohn, TBX, and Universal at DXEngineering.com, 
plus big advantages: knowledgeable advice, expert packaging, 
and fast shipping that rises above the competition. 

Also choose from DX Engineering masts, tower accessory 
shelves, and advanced thrust bearings; Phillystran guy lines; 
Carlson heavy-duty base plates; and much more!

DXE NCJ Ad MA25.indd   3
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Dave Mueller, N2NL / N2NL@yahoo.com

Rules: North American QSO Party (CW/SSB/RTTY) 
Eligibility
Object
North American Station DXCC List
Contest calendar: 

-
rectly or indirectly from any source other than 

-

-

Spotting other stations or self-spotting is 

-
-

or indirectly from any source such as from 
-

-

-

Mode Times/Dates Logs Due Contest Weekend

CW 1800 UTC Jan 11 to 0559 UTC Jan 12 0600 UTC January 19 2nd full weekend January

1800 UTC Aug 2 to 0559 UTC Aug 3 0600 UTC August 10 1st full weekend August

SSB 1800 UTC Jan 18 to 0559 UTC Jan 19 0600 UTC January 26 3rd full weekend January

1800 UTC Aug 16 to 0559 UTC Aug 17 0600 UTC August 24 3rd full weekend August

RTTY 1800 UTC Feb 22 to 0559 UTC Feb 23 0600 UTC March 2 Starts last Saturday in February

1800 UTC Jul 19 to 0559 UTC Jul 20 0600 UTC July 27 3rd full weekend July

www.ncjweb.com/naqplogsubmit
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-

Output Power

Mode

Bands

Station -

multiple stations during the contest using the same call 

Entrants must use only one call sign per station operated 

Exchange

Each entrant is required to use a single name throughout 

Multipliers -

-

DXCC List -

Valid Contact

Scoring

Team Competition

-

www.ncjweb.com/  
 cwnaqpteamreg

www.ncjweb.com/  
 ssbnaqpteamreg

www.ncjweb.com/ 
 rttynaqpteamreg

These team registration forms automatically provide 
-

Log Formatting
-

tronic logs for NCJ
wwrof.org/cabrillo/

Log Submission

www.ncjweb.com/naqplogsubmit

www.b4h.net/cabforms/  
 naqpcw_cab.php

www.b4h.net/cabforms/  
 naqpssb_cab.php

www.b4h.net/cabforms/  
 naqprtty_cab.php

-

More Information -
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unassisted operator producing the highest 

-

-

cwnaqpmgr@ncjweb.com
ssbnaqpmgr@ncjweb.com
rttynaqpmgr@ncjweb.com

Awards

-

Mode Category Sponsor

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  Group

SSB  Team  No sponsor
 
 

CW/SSB
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Ed Muns, WØYK / ed@w0yk.com

Results: North American Sprint, RTTY —  
September 2024

have for reversing this trend?

to catch up through the contest 

order-of-finish due to differences 

-

-

-

-

a challenge!
Ø

-

Request yours from ed@w0yk.com

Figure 1. NA RTTY Sprint History

Figure 2. 10-minute QSO Totals
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Top Ten Scores

Call Sign Score QSOs Mults Bnd Chgs Qs Lost 00Z 01Z 02Z 03Z

K6LL 2,646 98 27 13 5 39 26 22 11
K3MM 2,525 101 25 42 1 43 24 24 10
N4IQ 2,496 96 26 38 2 37 30 20 9
N3QE 2,430 90 27 26 8 35 24 24 7
N4ZZ 2,403 89 27 35 3 40 18 21 10
KH7X 2,016 84 24 4 12 28 24 20 12
WQ5L 1,900 76 25 3 5 33 21 8 14
K4IU 1,656 69 24 18 6 25 21 17 6
WD9CIR 1,656 69 24 5 2 24 21 19 5

K5AM 1,596 76 21 14 4 26 21 20 9

Top Ten Low Power

Call Sign Score QSOs Mults Bnd Chgs Qs Lost 00Z 01Z 02Z 03Z

K4IU 1,656 69 24 18 6 25 21 17 6
WD9CIR 1,656 69 24 5 2 24 21 19 5
K5AM 1,596 76 21 14 4 26 21 20 9
KM9R 1,495 65 23 12 6 24 21 12 8
NØAT 1,491 71 21 12 0 30 22 19 0
AA4DD 1,176 56 21 5 2 15 19 15 7
NF6R 1,120 56 20 2 4 16 16 13 11
AE1P 1,083 57 19 8 2 5 28 15 9
KØVG 1,080 54 20 11 2 12 17 15 10
KIØF 1,080 54 20 4 6 25 19 10 0

Top QRP

Call Sign Score QSOs Mults Bnd Chgs Qs Lost 00Z 01Z 02Z 03Z

WD6T 540 36 15 13 6 0 4 21 11

Top Ten QSO Totals

Call Sign QSOs

K3MM 101
K6LL 98
N4IQ 96
N3QE 90
N4ZZ 89
KH7X 84
K5AM 76
WQ5L 76
ABØS 72
NØAT 71

Team formation and competition is 

Soapbox:

Sprint run from the East Bay Section 

-
-
 

http://WQ6X.Blogspot.com

Top Ten Multipliers

Call Sign Mults

K6LL 27
N3QE 27
N4ZZ 27
N4IQ 26
K3MM 25
WQ5L 25
K4IU 24
KH7X 24
WD9CIR 24
KM9R 23

Golden Logs

Call Sign QSOs

NØAT 71
WØZA 40
KN5S 14
VE2GT 5
PY3LX 1
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Top Ten Number of Band Changes

Call Sign Band Chgs

WØYK 88
NØXR 80
N4ZZ 78
WD6T 71
K4ZW 62
WV4P 57
N4IQ 50
W1UJ 40
K7SV 36
N3QE 31

Single Operator Scores

* Low Power, ** QRP

Call Name QTH 20 40 80 QSO Mult Score Band Team 

         Changes

AE1P *NEIL NH 19 26 12 57 19 1,083 8 

WB2COY *BOB NY 14 10 0 24 12 288 1 

K3MM TY MD 40 40 21 101 25 2,525 42 SWACC #1
N3QE TIM MD 31 37 22 90 27 2,430 26 SWACC #1

N4IQ BILL SC 34 41 21 96 26 2,496 38 SWACC #2
N4ZZ DON TN 29 41 19 89 27 2,403 35 SWACC #1
AA4DD *DAVE TN 17 20 19 56 21 1,176 5 
W4CQE KEN TN 27 26 8 61 19 1,159 2 SWACC #2
KI4JFX *ORE FL 0 17 0 17 13 221 0 
N4NTO *TRIPP NC 0 4 11 15 10 150 3 
K7OM TED SC 0 13 0 13 8 104 1 

WQ5L RAY MS 33 32 11 76 25 1,900 3 SWACC #1
K5AM *MARK NM 27 31 18 76 21 1,596 14 SWACC #2
WW5L *JIM LA 13 17 14 44 18 792 4 
KN5S ERIK TX 14 0 0 14 11 154 0 

NF6R *BILL CA 21 24 11 56 20 1,120 2 
KH6CJJ *KENT HI 29 12 0 41 18 738 1 
NN6U *JOHN CA 17 20 8 45 16 720 4 
WD6T **DAVE CA 1 21 14 36 15 540 13 
WQ6X *RON CA 15 15 3 33 14 462 2 

K6LL DAVE AZ 37 40 21 98 27 2,646 13 SWACC #1
KH7X MIKE AZ 30 32 22 84 24 2,016 4 
KM9R *MIKE NV 28 26 11 65 23 1,495 12 
N7WY *BOB WY 28 21 0 49 20 980 1 Blue Sky
NV3P *BRIAN WA 19 20 0 39 17 663 1 
K7TQ *RANDY ID 0 19 7 26 12 312 11 
N7GP *TOM AZ 0 9 2 11 8 88 3 

WD9CIR *STEVE IL 21 30 18 69 24 1,656 5 

Team Scores

1. SWACC #1

N4ZZ 4,794 
NØXR 4,768 
N3QE 4,256 
K7SV 3,927 
K9OM 3,720 
Total 21,465

3. NCCC Probablies

WD6T 4,864 
WØYK 4,719 
K6GHA 2,716 
W6SX 2,668 
N6ZFO 1,428 
Total 16,395

5. NCCC Maybes (NN7SS, NN6U, NF6R, NW2P) 4,886
6. SCCC (WQ6X) 1,050
7. Team Montrose (KA2JAI, K3YLW) 366

2. SWACC #2

K6LL 4,653 
K5AM 3,875 
NØTA 3,534 
K4ZW 3,480 
WQ5L 3,024 
Total 18,566

4. Mount Elbert

WØZA 3,277 
NØKQ 2,210 
Total 5,487
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Single Operator Scores

* Low Power, ** QRP

Call Name QTH 20 40 80 QSO Mult Score Band Team 

         Changes

KB9S *MARK WI 21 26 0 47 22 1,034 5 
WO9B MIKE WI 6 15 10 31 13 403 2 

K4IU *FRED MN 24 29 16 69 24 1,656 18 
AB0S TIM NE 27 30 15 72 22 1,584 6 
NØAT *RON MN 24 28 19 71 21 1,491 12 
NØTA JOHN CO 29 27 15 71 21 1,491 2 Blue Sky
KØVG *VERN MN 14 28 12 54 20 1,080 11 
KIØF *ROGER MN 24 20 10 54 20 1,080 4 
WØZA GREG NE 0 30 10 40 22 880 4 Blue Sky
KH6XX/WØ RANDY ND 0 17 0 17 13 221 0 

VE2FK *DUB QC 23 11 0 34 15 510 3 
VA6RCN *KEVIN AB 18 14 0 32 15 480 1 
VE2GT *PIERRE QC 0 5 0 5 4 20 0 
PY3LX LUCIANO PY 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 
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2025 State/Province QSO Party Calendar

State and province QSO parties are excellent training grounds for new contesters and great warmups for experi-
enced contesters preparing for the year’s major on-air competitions. Plus, you may make some fans who will try to 
work you in domestic contests — and they’re just plain fun! Here, courtesy of WN4AFP, is a rundown of this year’s 
state and province QSO parties, along with links to contest rules or home pages. Please note that some pages, 
especially for parties later in the year, may not yet have been updated with 2025 details, so check back in on those 
as the dates get closer.

Start Date Start Time End Date End Time Contest Name/Link

 2/1 0000Z 2/2 2400Z Vermont QSO Party / https://www.ranv.org/vtqso.html
 2/1 1400Z 2/1 2400Z Minnesota QSO Party / https://www.w0aa.org/mn-qso-party/
 2/1 1600Z 2/2 0359Z British Columbia QSO Party 
 2/2 1600Z 2/2 2359Z British Columbia QSO Party / https://www.orcadxcc.org/bcqp_rules.html
 2/22 1500Z 2/23 0159Z South Carolina QSO Party / https://scqso.com
 2/23 1500Z 2/24 0100Z North Carolina QSO Party / https://ncqsoparty.org
 3/8 1900Z 3/9 1900Z Idaho QSO Party / https://www.idahoqsoparty.org
 3/8 1500Z 3/9 0200Z Oklahoma QSO Party 
 3/9 1500Z 3/9 2200Z Oklahoma QSO Party / https://k5cm.com/okqp.htm
 3/9 1800Z 3/10 0100Z Wisconsin QSO Party / https://www.warac.org/wqp/wqp.htm
 3/15 1400Z 3/16 0400Z Virginia QSO Party
 3/16 1200Z 3/16 2400Z Virginia QSO Party / https://tinyurl.com/ykjupx58
 4/5 1400Z 4/6 0200Z Louisiana QSO Party / https://laqp.louisianacontestclub.org
 4/5 1400Z 4/6 0200Z Mississippi QSO Party / https://arrlmiss.org/mississippi-qso-party/
 4/5 1400Z 4/6 0400Z Missouri QSO Party
 4/6 1400Z 4/6 2000Z Missouri QSO Party / https://w0ma.org/index.php/missouri-qso-party
 4/12 1400Z 4/13 0200Z New Mexico QSO Party / https://www.newmexicoqsoparty.org/wp/
 4/12 1800Z 4/13 1800Z North Dakota QSO Party / https://ndarrlsection.com
 4/12 1800Z 4/13 0359Z Georgia QSO Party
 4/13 1400Z 4/13 2359Z Georgia QSO Party / https://gaqsoparty.com
 4/19 1100Z 4/20 2259Z Nebraska QSO Party / https://nebraskaqsoparty.com
 4/19 1600Z 4/20 0400Z Michigan QSO Party / https://miqp.org
 4/19 1800Z 4/20 0500Z Ontario QSO Party
 4/20 1200Z 4/20 1800Z Ontario QSO Party / http://www.va3cco.com/oqp/
 4/20 1200Z 4/20 2200Z Quebec QSO Party / https://quebecqsoparty.org
 4/26 1600Z 4/27 0159Z Florida QSO Party
 4/27 1200Z 4/27 2159Z Florida QSO Party / https://floridaqsoparty.org/rules/
 5/3 1300Z 5/4 0700Z 7th Call Area QSO Party / http://7qp.org/new/page.asp?content=start
 5/3 1500Z 5/4 0259Z Indiana QSO Party / http://www.hdxcc.org/inqp/
 5/3 1700Z 5/4 2359Z Delaware QSO Party / https://www.fsarc.org/qsoparty/rules-2023.html
 5/3 2000Z 5/4 0500Z New England QSO Party
 5/4 1300Z 5/4 2400Z New England QSO Party / https://neqp.org/rules/
 5/10 1700Z 5/11 0300Z Canadian Prairies QSO Party / https://cpqp.ve6hams.ca
 5/17 1400Z 5/18 0200Z Arkansas QSO Party / https://arkqp.com
 6/7 1300Z 6/8 0100Z Kentucky QSO Party / https://kyqsoparty.org
 6/14 1600Z 6/15 0400Z West Virginia QSO Party / https://www.qsl.net/wvqp/
 7/26 1500Z 7/27 0300Z Alabama QSO Party / https://alabamacontestgroup.org/aqp/
 8/9 1400Z 8/10 0359Z Maryland-DC QSO Party / https://www.w3vpr.org/Maryland-DC_QSO_Party
 8/23 0400Z 8/25 0359Z Hawaii QSO Party / https://www.hawaiiqsoparty.org
 8/23 1600Z 8/24 0400Z Ohio QSO Party / https://www.ohqp.org
 8/30 1400Z 8/31 0200Z Kansas QSO Party
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 8/31 1400Z 8/31 2000Z Kansas QSO Party / https://ksqsoparty.org
 8/30 1300Z 8/31 0400Z Colorado QSO Party / https://ppraa.org/coqp
 9/7 1800Z 9/8 0300Z Tennessee QSO Party / https://tnqp.org
 9/20 1400Z 9/21 0200Z Texas QSO Party

 9/21 1400Z 9/21 2000Z Texas QSO Party / https://www.txqp.net
 9/20 1400Z 9/21 0200Z Iowa QSO Party / http://www.w0yl.com/IAQP 

 9/20 1400Z 9/21 0159Z New Jersey QSO Party / http://www.k2td-bcrc.org/njqp/
 9/20 1600Z 9/21 0400Z New Hampshire QSO Party

 9/21 1200Z 9/21 2200Z New Hampshire QSO Party / https://w1wqm.org/nh-qso-party/
 9/20 1600Z 9/21 0700Z Washington St Salmon Run

 9/21 1600Z 9/21 2400Z Washington St Salmon Run / http://salmonrun.wwdxc.org
 10/4 1600Z 10/5 2200Z California QSO Party / https://www.cqp.org/Rules.html
 10/11 1500Z 10/12 0500Z Arizona QSO Party / https://www.azqp.org
 10/11 1600Z 10/12 0400Z Pennsylvania QSO Party

 10/12 1300Z 10/12 2200Z Pennsylvania QSO Party / https://paqso.org
 10/11 1800Z 10/12 1800Z South Dakota QSO Party / https://pdarc.org/sd-qso-party
 0/11 0300Z 10/12 2100Z Nevada QSO Party / http://nvqso.com
 10/18 1400Z 10/19 0200Z New York QSO Party / https://nyqp.org/wordpress/
 10/19 1700Z 10/20 0100Z Illinois QSO Party / https://w9awe.org/ilqp/

Compilation courtesy of Dave Edmonds, WN4AFP; used by permission.

Start Date Start Time End Date End Time Contest Name/Link

Selected Contests — March/April 2025

Spring is coming, and bringing with it equinoctial propagation that can offer great DX opportunities, especially at 
the peak of the sunspot cycle. Contests improve the chances of someone being on the air at the other end of the 
propagation path! Here’s a list of selected contests planned for this March and April. ARRL-sponsored contests 
in bold / NCJ-sponsored contests in italics

MARCH

1-2 ARRL International DX / Phone https://www.arrl.org/arrl-dx

9 North American Sprint, RTTY  http://ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf

https://www.ham-yota.com/contest/

https://www.rdxc.org/rules_eng

http://www.bartg.org.uk/

https://www.uba.be/en/hf/contest-rules/spring-contest-dst

https://ssbsprint.com/rules/

https://www.cqwpx.com/rules.htm

APRIL

http://qrparci.org/contest/spring-qso-party

http://www.jidx.org/jidxrule-e.html

13 ARRL Rookie Roundup / SSB  https://www.arrl.org/rookie-roundup

World Wide Holyland Contest  https://tools.iarc.org/wwhc/#/

Sources: ARRL Contest Calendar, WA7BNM Contest Calendar, individual contest rules pages
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